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November 8, 2006
Teresa Landers, Deputy Director

Corvallis-Benton County Public Library

645 NW Monroe Ave.

Corvallis, Oregon 97330

RE: Monroe Library, Task V

Dear Teresa:

Attached are the meeting minutes for the Monroe town hall meeting on Tuesday, October 24, 2006, as written by Susan Binder.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call me.

Sincerely,

Lori Stephens

Principle Architect,

Broadleaf Architecture

541-760-7808

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Monroe Library Public Information Meeting

October 24, 2006, 7pm in the Monroe Fire Station

Comments from public input included advantages and disadvantages for both sites, concerns related to funding and city infrastructure, and comments on the culture of Monroe and the surrounding area.  Library personnel were very informative about operation of the local branch and the overall Benton County Library system.

The north site was recognized for its lower development costs and visible location near downtown Monroe.  The library in this location could provide some city beautification and increase the likelihood of tourists stopping in Monroe.  The new building could house a tourist information center, public restrooms, and possibly a coffee shop.  One person commented favorably on the coffee shop in the Seattle downtown library.

Concerns were expressed that this location was farther to walk for younger children and that they might walk or bike through the fertilizer plant to get to the library.  Community members suggested that a walking/bike trail could be installed along the 6th street right-of-way or the old rail line.  Children from the elementary and middle schools have suggested that the school bus make a stop at the library to allow safe transportation to the library after school.  Currently the Bookmobile stops at the middle school; this may continue after the new library is built, if it is built in the north location.

The south site has the advantage of being closer to the younger children and thus easier and safer walking access. The local library clerk estimates that 2/3 of the children using the library are middle school age and younger while 1/3 of the students are from the high school.  Currently there are very high levels of involvement in summer reading programs and other events designed for children.  However, disadvantages to this site were more numerous; these included higher development costs and traffic issues on Dragon Drive and the school parking lot.  Free access to the library by felons and other unsavory people would also mean close proximity to the school grounds.  The south location is home to a student made nature trail; the lone elementary age student present expressed concern that construction on this site would adversely affect this project. 

Those with an interest in the south site suggested developing 6th street to allow access to the library and health clinic that would bypass the school access.  Signage for both the clinic and the library was considered important for this location due to the relative invisibility of this site to major thoroughfares.

Both sites will see increased pressure on parking during evening school events.  Community events at the library may also add to this pressure.  There were many comments that addressed making a library that was safe, convenient, and useful for children but no one addressed preferences for site based on the needs of adults.  This is an area that should be addressed at some point in this process.

Concerns about funding were addressed by Teresa Landers who described the plan to seek private funds through grants and other fund raising options.  The wealth in Monroe is held by those who live outside the city while those who live within the city are generally lower 

income.  This, along with stagnant business development in town, has resulted in pressures on the city infrastructure making the city an unlikely vehicle for fund raising.  Teresa explained that the city’s role was to approve the placement of the library and to lend its name for funding sources that require an official government body, such as block grant funds.  All other funds can be handled through a non-profit such as the Benton County Foundation or other organization with 503-c status.  At this time bond measures are not considered as part of the funding; bonds, if used, would be taxable through the City of Monroe.

This lack of city funds will likely impact the ability of the city to develop infrastructure, such as development of 6th street for the south site and creating a paved sidewalk or trail to the north site.

A show of hands vote was taken at the end of the discussion.  The north site was preferred by a 13 to 3 margin.

The retired Monroe library clerk set a meeting time for interested people to gather for the purpose of starting a library committee to study fund raising options.  Teresa Landers agreed to invite members of the library committee from Alsea to this meeting in order to share their experiences and knowledge.  It is hoped that the process of raising funds will be shorter for Monroe than the 10 year long effort of the Alsea community.

Susan Binder, October 26, 2006
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